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About

Human Artificial Vanitas
Eniugleia ExkBeonc:
[lavvng MnoAng

2e anoAuTa nNpoownikd Ugog, o MNavvng Baocodhog eneEepydleTal WwnpIakd (pwTOYPAPIEG, CUVTACOE! £€va
OWMPA EIKOVIOTIKWY avagopwy, TIG ouvdualel kal TG peTaoxnuaTiCel o cuvBECEIG MOU EMNIKEVTPWVOVTAl OTNV
avBpwnivn ouvBnkn, kar TAUTOXPOVA aMOTUMWVOUV, HE TPOMO E€UPAVTACTO, MEWTOTUMNO KAl Kaiplo, TNV
MOAUNMAOKOTNTA KAl TOUG JIXAOHOUG, TIG DIAMPOPETIKEG EKOOXEG KAl OWEIG EVOG KATAKEPHUATIOHEVOU KAl AVTIPATIKOU
KOOMOU, MIaG XOOTIKAG Kal AaPfupivBwdoug npayuaTikotnTag. Ta €vrova XPwHaTa, N NAQoTIKOTNTA Kal N
MUKVOTNTA TwWV OXNUATWY, Ol YPAPIOWOI, N anoonacPaTIKOTNTA KAl Ol NAPAPOPPUWOEIG, Ol ENIKAAUWEIG Kal Ol
ENIUNKUVOEIG, oI DINAEG 1| KAl MOAAAMAEG €IKOVEG, OI ANPOCdOKNTOI CUVOUAGCHOI KAl Ol AvanAVTEXEG CUVAVTHOEIG
dnuIoupyoUV ICOPPOMNIEG KAl AVTIOTIEEIG, NPOCdidOUV OUVAMIONO, EVEPYEIA KAl EVOOYEVH €VTAON, OUVEICMEPOUV
kaBopIioTika oTn cuvolikn UNoPANTIKN KAl TaPAdo§n aTHOOMAIPA TWV EPYWY TOU.

Eva 1010TUNO oUpnav “BpUPPATIOPEVLV” EIKOVWV KAl EIDWMAWY EPYXETAI OTO NMPOOCKAVIO. XWPEO!I OIKEIOI Kal
anPOOCUEVA AVOIKEIOI, VEKPOKEPAAEG (HoTiIBo enavepxouevo kal enavalapPavopevo wg diapkeG memento mori) Kal
anAwpéva os denon XepIa, Napda&eva puUTIKA PoTiPa kal apnpenuévol oxnUATIoPoi, NUAEG NMou avoiyovTal OTo
AYVWOTO, VUXTEPIVEG AMOWEIG AOTIKWV Toniwyv, avBpwniveg poppeg nou npofalouv and To oOKOTAd! Kal
BuBiCovTar o' auTod, eniPaANovTal KUPIAPXIKA Og avTIoToIXia pe PIPATIKEG KATAOTACEIG, CUVAICONUATIKEG Kal
WUXIKEG EKONAWOEIG.

O1 ouvBeoeig Tou lNavvn Baoodahou diekdikouv Tn dikr) Toug Beon oTnv enoxr TnNG dlapecoAanuevng Kai
WYNPIAKNG €Ikovag. Ta BepaTtda Tou avaduovTal Kal UNAPYouv OTO HETAIXMIO MPAYUATIKOTNTAG, (paAvTaciag Kal
OVEIPOU, ANoKPUNTOUV ) oTadiakd anokaAunTouv, eve n non aioOnTikf, To coupeaNioTIKO MVEUHA, N EIPWVIKNA
d1dBeon kal pia avaTpenTikr) aicBnon Tou X1I0UPoP €XOUV NPWTAYWVIOTIKO POAO.

Me Tpdno cuoTnUaTIKO, KPITIKN avTiAnywn Kal CUPBOAIKEG NAPAMNOPNEG OPYAVAVEI TO UNIKO TOU, ANOKAAUMTEI
TIG EUMUOVEG, TIG KATABOAEG Kal TIG NpoBeoelg Tou, ouvBETel anpoBAenTta oknvika Tng avBpwnivng (wng, oknvoBeTei
TOUG OIPOPOUNPEVOUG KAl MNUKVA "KATOIKNMEVOUG" XWPEOUG TwV APNYNOEWV KAl TwV IOTOPIWOV TOU, TwV
METAPOPPUWOEWY, TWV PETANAACEWY KAl TWV PYETATONIOEWY, NelPApuaTICOPEVOS KAl DIEPEUVAVTAG TIG EKPPACTIKEG
TOUu OUVATOTNTEG.
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About

Human Artificial Vanitas
Art Curator:

Yannis Bolis

In his completely personal style, Yannis Vassalos processes digital photographs, composes a body of figurative
references, combines and transforms them into compositions that focus on the human convention and at the same
time imprint the complexity and the divisions, the different versions and aspects of a fragmented and contradictory
world, a chaotic and mazy reality in an imaginative, original and substantial way. The intense colors , the plasticity
and density of shapes, the graphic designs, the fragments and distortions, the overlaps and elongations, the double
and multiple pictures, the unexpected combinations and surprising meetings create balances and counterpoints,
add dynamism, energy and intrinsic intensity, contribute critically to the total evocative and odd atmosphere of his
works.

A peculiar universe of “fragmented” pictures and reflections comes to the foreground. Spaces that are familiar
and unexpectedly unfamiliar, skulls ( a returning and repeated motif like a constant memento mori) and arms spread
out in the prayer’s position, weird herbal motifs and abstract shapes, gates that open their doors to the unknown,
night views of urban sceneries, human figures that debouch in the dark and immerse into it, impose themselves
dominantly in correspondence to experiential situations, sentimental and spiritual manifestations.

Yannis Vassalos’ compositions claim their own place in the era of mediated and digital picture. The topics
emerge and exist in the meeting point of reality, fiction and dream, conceal or gradually reveal, while the pop cul-
ture, the surreal spirit, ironic disposition and a subversive sense of humour play the main part.

In a systematic way, critical thinking and symbolic references he organizes his material, reveals the obsessions,
the origins and intentions, composes unpredicted scenes of the human life, directs the ambivalent and “densely
populated” spaces of his narrations and stories, the transformations, the transpositions experimenting with and inves-
tigating his expressive abilities.

contemporary art gallery
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Yannis Vassalos
About his exhibition

NOHTIKO NHMA

DEC+RE, decompose + recompose, n Aoyiki TnGg anodopnong Kai Tng avadounong, TwV TPIWV
KUPIAPXWY EUPOVEOV HOU, MOU AgopouV TNV avBpwnivn Unap&n, Twv oToixeiwv human, urban, nature. H
gIKOVA TNG OTIYUNG, kKaTakeppaTi(eTal, Ta onapdypaTa avacuvTiBevTal kal avadopouvTal O€ PId VED ONTIKT
avTiAnywn, nayviedn Kal JIGAUTIKN).

Ta €pya pou sunAekovTal, ONUIOUPYOUV KAl aANOIGVOUY, YivovTal evBeTa, To €va To AANO. 2ToV WNPIaKO
ouvBOeTIKO KOOPO pou, o avBpwnog anolnTda To Xauevo kal Tnv unapén Tou. AixpaAwTiCw OTIYUES, TNG
avBpwnivng paTtaiodofiag, Tou aoTikoU Toniou nou Bicvoupe kaBnuepiva kar TG puUoNG Nou XAVeTal, TIG
anodopw Kal Tig avanpooapuolw. EEeTaleTal n oupPiwTikr) oxeon Tou avBpwnou, ye Tov aoTIKO I0TO Kal
TNV pUON, e TNV onoia enBupoupe yeiwon, Tn oTiypn nou Tnv unofaBuifoupe.

H wnpiakrn enoxn, suniekel kar yetaPailel, TiIg dlaoTACEIG Tou KOOPOoU nou yvwpiCouus, eniTpensl TNV
MEILON TWV ANOOTACEWY KAl TV APeon Wwnplakr YeiTviaon. EipaoTe 6Ao kal nio kovTd, Tnv idia aTiyun, nou
AnopaKpPUVOPAOTE OAO Kal NepIocoTePO. Wnpiakd enikoIVKVOUE, OVEIPEUOPAOTE, ayandye, TaSIdeUouE,
ayyi(opaoTe, Ayeca kal ypnyopa, Tnv 1dia oTiyur nou o avBpwnog Picvel Tnv ano&evwon. H wngpiakn
YAWOOQ, ENITPENEI TNV APEDN YVWON KAl ENAPN, VM TNV 1I0ia OTIYPr) ONUIOUPYEl €va TeiXOG KAl Pia YIYAvTid
anooTaon. O avBpwnog apeoKeTAl va NPOCTATEUETAI, ANO TO TEXVNTO KEVO Mou OnpioupyeiTal, Tnv 19ia
oTIyun nou emdnTa TNV eNagen.

OMAa exouv yivel yvwaoTd, KTHPA Tou avBpwnou, Pe wngiakn TaxUuTNTa Kal €IKOVIKN NPayuaTikoTnTa. H
noAn nou TNV yvwpiCouus, TNV 10ia OTIYUN PAG €ival AYVwaoTn, apoU AyvwoTol ipaoTe ueTagu pag. H gpuon,
nou Tnv ayandpe kai pag napexel (wr, o§uyovo, TPo®r, TNV avTikaBioToUYE PeE PIa VEQ EIKOVIKN KAl
ouvOEeTIKN.

H paTaiodoén nAeupd pou, akpofaTtei avapyeca OTo UNAPKTO Kal To ouvBeTikO, auTo nou gpxetal. Ol
EIKOVEG TNG OTIYUNG, YivOovTal OnapdypaTa KAl OTn CUVEXEIA PIa VEQ TEXVNTH, OUVOETIKA, eikdva. YNapyw N
dev undpyw, Nnpoonabw va avTIAneBw, va ayyi§w Tnv veéa yAwooa, va anokTrow NPpooAapuavouceg, Tn
vea d1doTaon nou dnUIoUPYEITAl, va ayyi&w To YeAov.

www.yannisvassalos.com
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Yannis Vassalos
About his exhibition

COGNITIVE THREAD

DEC+RE, decompose + recompose, the logic of decomposing and re-composing my three predominant
fixations on human nature: human, urban, nature.

Momentary perceptions are broken to pieces, detached fragments are re-composed and re-built to a new
visual perception, both frolic and dissolving.

Works intertwine with one another, create and alter one another, and, finally, incorporate one another. In my
digital composing world, the individual seeks what is lost as well as his own existence. Captured moments,
human vanity, the urban landscape that we all witness day after day, a vanishing nature, are decomposed
and readjusted. The cohabitation of us humans with the urban web and nature, to which we wish to ground
ourselves at the very moment when we degrade it, is also looked into.

The digital era knits and transforms the dimensions of the world, as we know it, minimizes distances and en-
ables direct digital neighboring. Every day we get closer, yet drifting apart more and more each day. This is
how we communicate, how we dream, love, travel, even touch: digitally, directly and rapidly, even though
what man-kind experiences is pure alienation. Digital language allows direct knowledge and contact erect-
ing - at the same time - walls and creating gigantic distances. Despite their quest for human touch, people
enjoy being protected by means of this artificially created void.

Everything is out in the open, shared by us all, in digital speed, in terms of virtual reality. The city is both
known and unknown to us, since we are all strangers to each other. Our long treasured and life-giving na-
ture supplying us with oxygen and food is replaced by a new virtual and synthetic image.

The vain side of mine tries to find the right balance between what really exists and what is being composed,
what is coming up. Momentary images become fragments, creating in turn a new artificial composite image.
Do | or don't | exist? | am trying to understand, to feel this new language, to forge new reception channels,
to get to know the new dimension as formed and, finally, to touch the future.

www.yannisvassalos.com
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